Making sense of complication reporting associated with fixed dental prostheses.
The current reporting of complications associated with FDPs is inadequate and misleading. Complications,which incur significant monetary costs, will particularly impact the perceived value (worth or importance)that patients derive from their prostheses.Effective documentation of complications should include type (biologic and technical), incidence, and severity. The fiscal burden of treatment should be quantified. Comparisons of different restorative materials,techniques, and procedures should be meaningful.Data collated prospectively or retrospectively and pooled over time should allow for comparisons within and between different practice settings. The proposed classification, based on the fiscal consequences of complications, achieves these objectives.Effective documentation of complications in conjunction with actual or projected survival data and personal clinical experience will enable clinicians to provide realistic information of the expected clinical service of dental prostheses.